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unpleasant duty to give such a recital of the condition of ttte country."
You will permit me to say that I deem it impossible tlie first of these statements can be true,  and that J do very greatly doubt the correctness of the second.    General orders No. 40 was issued at New Orleans, Nov. 29, 1867, and yotir letter was dated Jan. 17, 1868.    Allowing time for order No. 40 to reach Texas and become generally known, some additional time must have elapsed before its effect would be manifested, and yet a further time must transpire before 3~ou would be able to collect the evidence of what you term u the condition of the country ;" and yet, after all this, you would have to make the necessary investigations to ascertain if order No. 40, or something else, was the cause.    The time, therefore remaining to enable }vou, before the 17th of January, 1868, to reach a satisfactory conclusion on so delicate and nice  a question must have been very short.    How you proceeded; whether you investigated yourself or through third persons ; and if so, who they were, what their competency and fairness ; on what evidence you rested your conclusion, orwhetlier you ascertained any facts at all, are points upon which yonr letter so discreetly omits all mention, that I may well be   excused for not relying implicitly upon it; nor is my difficulty diminished by the fact that in another part of your letter you state that ever since the close of the war a very large portion of the people have had no affection for the Government, "but bitterness of feeling only.    Had the duty of publishing   and circulating through the country, long before it reached   me, your statement that the action of the district commander was increasing crime and hostile feeling against the Government, been less painful to your sensibilities, it might possibly liave occurred to you to furnish something on the subject in  addition to your bare assertion.
But what was order No. 40, and how could it have   ther of the Fifth Military District, the solo fountain of law and justice.    This is the position in whiclx you would place me.ut I'm going ^                    to be ready.'nor** of
